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Zurich to oversee production of Swiss parts. The
company prospered until 1866 when the manage-
ment decided to manufacture all of the parts in
America. Dennison thereupon withdrew, but re-
mained in Switzerland until 1870, having taken
a contract to furnish certain material for the
firm. The company soon fell into financial diffi-
culties and Dennison returned to America in the
hope of reorganizing it. Failing in this, he suc-
ceeded in selling the machinery to an English
firm. He himself eventually moved to Birming-
ham, England, where he successfully manufac-
tured watch-cases. Known during his lifetime
as the "Father of American Watchmaking," he
is believed to have been the first person to have
constructed the entire watch under one roof by
machinery manufacturing interchangeable parts.
An inventor and not a business man, he saw
other men grow rich with the tools that he
devised, and in the end was forced to earn a liv-
ing manufacturing merely the shell to surround
the delicate mechanism which he knew so well.
On Jan. 15, 1840, he was married to Charlotte
W. Foster, by whom he had five children.
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DENNISON, WALTER (Aug. 9, i86o-Man
18, 1917), teacher, scholar, was born at Saline,
near Ypsilanti, Mich., the son of James L. and
Eliza J. (Flowers) Dennison. He received his
early education in public schools, entered the
University of Michigan, and was graduated in
1893 as bachelor of arts. While an undergradu-
ate he married, Aug. 5, 1891, Anna L. Green of
Ypsilanti. Upon graduation he was appointed
to a fellowship for two years, the first of which
he spent in the Graduate School of the Univer-
sity of Michigan, receiving the degree of MA.
in 1894. The following year he spent in Europe,
first at the University of Bonn, then in Italy.
When the American School of Classical Studies
in Rome was opened in 1895, Dennison re-
ceived one of the two fellowships established in
connection with the School, and his appointment
was renewed for the year 1896-97. One of the
four papers which resulted from his studies in
Rome, "The Epigraphic Sources of Suetonius,"
was accepted as a thesis by the University of
Michigan, which granted him the degree of
Ph.D. in 1897- The paper was published in the
America* Journal of Archeology in 1898. He
was instructor in latin in the University of
Michigan, 1897-99; professor of Latin and Ro-
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man archeology at Oberlin College, 1899-1902;
junior professor of Latin at the University of
Michigan, 1902-10; and professor of Greek and
Latin at Swarthmore College from 1910 until
his death. In the year 1908-09 he was annual
professor of Latin in the American School of
Classical Studies in Rome. He was a member
of the American Philological Association and
the Archaeological Institute of America. For
three years, 1913-16, he was secretary of the
Philadelphia Society of the Institute, and he was
a member of the council of the Institute from
1916 until his death. He was one of the found-
ers, and first president, of the Philadelphia
Society for the Promotion of Liberal Studies,
and in 1914-15 was president of the Classical
Association of the Atlantic States. He was
also (1913-17) associate editor of the Classical
Weekly.

During his earlier stay in Italy Dennison came"
upon a collection of Latin inscriptions formed by
the parish priest of Pozzuoli, De Criscio, which
he published under the title, "Some New Inscrip-
tions fromPuteoli, Baiae, Misenum,and Cumae,"
in the American Journal of Archeology, in 1898.
Eventually he secured the inscriptions themselves
for the University of Michigan. During his year
as annual professor in the school in Rome he at-
tended an archeological congress at Cairo, and
while there learned of the discovery of a gold
treasure of the Roman period. This he recom-
mended to the attention of Charles L. Freer of
Detroit, who purchased it for his collection of
objects of art Dennison published, in addition to
valuable articles, A Junior Latin Book (with
John C. Rolfe, 1898), an edition of Livy, Book I
and Selections from Books II-X (1908), re-
vised editions of F. W. Kelsey's Topical Outline
of Latin Literature (1899) and H. S. Frieze's
Virgil's Mneid (1902). At the time of his death
the final proofs of his scholarly monograph, A
Gold Treasure of the Late Roman Period* were
awaiting his attention. It was published in 1918
as Part II of Volume XII of the University of
Michigan Studies, Humanistic Series.

Dennison was above the average height, well
formed and of erect carriage. His hair and mous-
tache were dark brown, with a reddish tinge.
His habitual expression was kindly, gentle, and
thoughtful. He was a very lovable man. As a
teacher he impressed his students by the breadth
and soundness of his learning, his high ideals
of scholarship, his modesty and sincerity. His
classes were cheery and pleasant, yet stimulat-
ing and thorough. He did not make his students
work, but inspired them with the desire to learn.
His interest in his pupils was hearty and unaf-
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